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fresh water and some coconuts; other refreshing wee had little.
Yet the people came aboord our shippes in long canoas, which
would hold twentie men and above in one of them; and brought
gummes to sell instead of amber, and therewithall deceived
divers of our men; for these people of the east are wholly given to
deceit. They brought also hennes and coconuts to sell, but held
them very deare; so that we bought few of them. We stayed
here ten dayes, placing of our ordnance and trimming of our
ships, because we would be in all readinesse at our arrivall at
our first port, which we were not now farre from.
The twentieth of Aprill1, in the morning, we set saile to goe
toward Sumatra; but the wind blew so hard at south-south-
west, and the currant was against us, that we could not proceed.
But beating up and downe, our ships fell into two leakes, so that
wee were forced to goe to the iland of Sombrero*, some ten or
twelve leagues to the northward of Nicubar. Heere we in the
admirall lost an anchor; for the ground is foule and groweth full
of counterfeit corrall and some rockes, which cut our cable
asunder, so that we could not recover our anchor.
The people of these ilands goe naked, having only the privities
bound up in a peece of linnen cloth, which commeth about their
middles like a girdle, and so betweene their twist3. They are all
of a tauny colour, and annoint their faces with divers colours.
They are well limmed, but very fearefull; for none of them
would come aboord our shippes or enter into our boates. The
generall reported that he had seene some of their priests or
sacrificers, all apparelled, but close to their bodies, as if they
had beene sewed in it; and upon their heads a paire of homes
turning backward, with their faces painted greene, blacke, and
yellow, and their homes also painted with the same colour; and
behind them, upon their buttocks, a taile hanging downe, very
much like the manner as in some painted cloathes we paint the
divell in our countrey. He demaunding wherefore they went in
1 An error for 'May.'
4 The Sombreiro Channel separates Little Nicobar from the more
northerly group of the Nicobar Islands. Sir Clements Markham concluded
that' Sombrero Island must be Nancowry.' John Davis of Limehouse, in his
'Ruter/ says the 'Uha de Sombrero* is so called 'because upon the souther
side the land is like a hat/
3 Defined by Cotgrave (1611) as 'that part of the bodie from whence the
thighes doe part.'